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PORT HURON, MICH,, SEPT.2, 1894. 

(R. RATKSUN). 
*I 
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&,& I n t  e rv i  ewed M r  . Selk i rk ,  who i s t h e  managE r k& 
o f  t h e  P u o n  Fish Co. a t  t h i s  place.  A 

b r i g h t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  man, who spoke f r ee ly .  

Their f i s h i n g  is  done e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  lake. 

The only f i she ry  w i t h  n e t s  at t h i s  end of  

t h e  S t , C l a i r  River is a seine which i s  l o -  
s& 

cated i n  t h e  upper p a r t  o f  P o r t  Huron. 

There a re  very f e w  pounds between P o r t  Huron 

and Sand Beach, This company has  a f e w  

j u s t  above t h e  head o f  the r i v e r .  Mr,Sel- 
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k i r k  complains of t h e  dumping of  dredgings 

j u s t  above and d o s e  t o  h i s  pound ne t s ,  and 

think8 i t  e n t i r e l y  uncal led for. It is 

done by t h e  con t r ac to r s  f o r  t he  government 

who a r e  deepening t h e  channel out by t h e  

l i g h t  sh ip ,  jus t  o f f  t h e i r  ne ts .  If it 

where dumped a mile f a r t h e r  up,  o r  i n  t h e  



deeper water a t  t h e  southern end of' t h e  l a k e  

it would do no harm e i t h e r  t o  f i sh ing  o r  

anything e l se .  Now they ~LWIP on t h e  shal- 

low ground c lose  t o  lend, and s o  near  t h e i r  

n e t s  that they f e e l  i t  is doing them mu& 

damage. He d e s i r e d  t h a t  I bring t h i s  t o  

t he  a t t e n t i o n  of the  government before await- 

ing t h e  sending i n  of t h e  final r epor t s .  

He has  appl ied  t o  Gen.Poe, bu t  without get-  

t i n g  r e l i e f .  c_- 

- 
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O i t s i d e  o f  t h e  few pounds t h e  American 

fishing i n  t h e  southern p a r t  o f  L e e  Huron 

i s  done with g i l l  ne t s .  T h i s  f i r m  has  2 

tugs and 1 sa i l  boat.  They said there  was 

no o the r  g i l l  ne t  firm south of  Saginaw Bay. 

Their tugs a re  often s t a t ioned  f a r t h e r  nor th  

than Huron, dependent upon t h e  grounds they 

a r e  fishing on as determined by the  season. 

They f i s k  as f a r  nor th  as t h e  Big Reef off 

t h e  mouth o f  Saginaw Bay,  and from t h e r e  d m  



t h e  l ake ,  t o  within about 20 mi les  o f  the 

r i v e r  lfonnerly f a r t h e r  south) .  The g i l l  

n e t  gangs a r e  l a r g e  ones, but not a s  many 

a r e  used as at Whitefish Po in t , e t c ,  All 

t h e  fish taken i n  t h e  g i l l  n e t s  a r e  o f  l a r g e  

s i z e ,  t h e  mesh being 4. 1-2 inch. 

Black River,  which e n t e r s  t h e  S t . C l a i r  

at Port  Huron, i s ,  as i t s  name i n d i c a t e s ,  a 

dark water r i v e r ,  f o u l  smelling with sulphur- 

e ted  hydrogen coming f r o m  decay. I t  would 

seem impossible f o r  anything t o  l i v e  i n  i t .  

The odor i s  e spec ia l ly  pe rcep t ib l e  when the  

water i s  s t i r r e d  up by t h e  steamers. Had 

not time t o  study th i s  phenomena. There i s  

sa id  t o  be a pulp m i l l  about 1 mi le  up t h e  

r iver ,  but it  was probably b u i l t  a h e r  the 

r i v e r  had taken on i t s  present  condition. 




